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Abstract

This study examined the gender role in Sawah system of rice production in Nigeria.

This study was carried out in five states where Sawah is being practiced. The states

are Niger, Kaduna, Ondo, Kwara and Ekiti. Data used in this study were collected in

all the Sawah sites in Nigeria namely: Ejetti, Etzuzhegi and Nasarafu in Niger state,

Nakala Pampaida millennium village in Kaduna state, Elerinjare in llorin Kwara state

and Aule in Akure Ondo state. A well structured interview guide was used to elicit

information from the farmers. Descrlptive statistics were used to analyze the socio-

economic and farming .haracteristics of the farmers. The results showed that

respondents were predominantly male, married and acquired their land through

inheritance. Farm sizes ranged from t ha and 13ha. N4ajority of the farmers are

members of farmers' association. Farmers got information about Sawah from their

friends and Sawah coordinators in their zones.
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I(f,Y\IOR)S Gend Roles Rice Sasah ltchnolos],

rhe ga'dtr role in S:v,h tsEm ofncc prodDdioi in Nr8eria Th^ sdy ms canied
.ur in tirc sares nhfte Srwah t bciig prachcn. Thc seB arc N!q, KrduM, Ondo. K*a and Ek'ri Dae r*d $ l,l(
nUdyverCol]eciedinallthesawhsitslnNEelhmme]y
PahFrd! Biumniun ullaa. rn Kaduna sulc, Elcnnjarc r Ilonn (*ara sraG and Aul! in Akur O.Jo narc. Ascll
!rudurcd inlr,cq Euid. wA !s'd rd elrc inlomadon fiom rhe fimer Ds{ipr,ve shtiics wqe used io analya rh.
socio-sonomi. and lamrn8 charad.nnics ofrhe fam-s. The resxlh sho*ed rha( rcspondenis vere pftdomin.nrly
mrle. mamed ?nd acquired tbelr land ihrousl inhe ance Fa.n sizes mnsed from lha and llha Maj.riry of rhe
farmcs are hcmb*s of larne^ asooaoo. FarmeE goi ,nlomanoi aborr Sasah lrom thetr fr'e'ds and SNvah

INIRODUCIION cornection to irrigation and drain.ge canals
(Wakalsuki and Masunasa 2005). It is adaptable 1o

a lowland e.os)clern thal require ecolechnology
skills. includiDs th6e for nininum chansing of
topographical dd Mlogial fmturs. such as tand
leveling, bunding, and imgation and drainage
(Oladelc and $hkatsukr 2010) nrc ssmce of
bunding and puddling and levelinS is to su.e
lhal ric€ plani is supplied witlr adequte mont of
wter and soil nut ienrs (hsaka el al. 2008). SarEh
development tasks which include clcaring,
stumping, anal constxctim, bundng, puddling,
laeling . smotheDing dd trmsplanting de lahou
intmsive md masculinc in natuq making mar to
be clarl) more active in the Sawah developmmt
aclivitie\ hosrver this should not hasked the
gfldsrolesindreproductionandposlh vesting
pr@esing in Sawah rice produdioD. Gmdo is a
c..cept used in social science anal)6is to look at
lheroleandactivitisofm andwomm. Gcnd{
pla,s an important role in inflxmcine tehnology
adoption decisions. Nomdays $,uneir are fosd
in wof dct ofdc1c1opm6l including agricultual
and rural developtnenl, bul someiioes their roles
are being olershadowed based on sender
difltrenes (Fakq€ et al. 2010). P@r IMI womo

NiSeria is tlre largest counlry i. Wesl Aliica
$ith the lar8el rice prdlucins are (Oladcle and
\Vakalsrki 2010). llrcram fed lowlmd iDlud \rllq€
thal have gmd potmtial lor inlftsifi.ation and are
horerob$t than theuplad systm eldgelyu.-
*ploited (\\rlRDA 1989). Inland valleyboths
and hydromorlhic fiings corer about 50 mill,on
h6td6 n \\tst Ania Nisdia inchs;ve) ofwhi.h
aboul l0 million hcuarcs ha\c potenlial tur snall
s€le imgaled Sawah based Iarmrng Ten tolwenty
milioha ofsawah @ p{rdu@tuodfd 30{ mllio
t€ple in tuture (Oladele and wakalsukj 20I 0).

Sawah, a s)6to ofriceproducrio practied in
the inland valleys that ushered in the green
rdolution in the Asid court ie., has ben identified
as the prc- requisitB for realizing similar f€t in
Sub SaharmAnie 0lirose md wakatsuki2002).
Effots in lhe past l0 )€as palticularly in rBearch
in rice cultiDtio has yeldal \aluble resuhs only
at the inslitutes and expdimotal station l*cl but
ha\€ madc no great @ntribulion ntr produotivity al
lhe farmers field [Hir$e and wakatluki 2002)

The term Sawah refers to a Ieveled nce field
surrounded by bu.ds w,th inlels and oullets
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rla \ rmporunr roles rn [c€ barai famnts r stms
;s unpardfd,ly workss hirai hbouros. indme
.,mH\ind man turetak*s oftum \ helth and

nutrition
ln Asi, althouoh fam size social ed (Monic

.las,producnm'itors adolturdl nonnrun*.
$omen sonbibution rdse bom 2r-80 percenl of
the total labour u* in rice productions qcept ftr
land preparaljon and slrayjng cbmicais, rice
@erarons dedomatcdbl $mo (ThcLna 2007)

l'hor r.le,n asrieulr!dl produelrun dd nariondl
d$elopmcnth6 bmm( more prominenl in tems
ofundtrtakDg most ot the agrilullual aclivines.
scluds! d{Bron mdlog dd implmenling thN
decisions indc?ndent of mm (Squire200l)

The Nigdian rimm hasEoved lobc morethd
a mere "barch wing" specfato! Nn h the midsl
oI a male dominated profcssional ongr%ation
Amilable evidscc and strtistis shN thal mle of
lvma ,n Midlhml dodu(a(D cmor be tri\ralized

tOsunlela ;nd M ukdrar 20091. Thftiore qrtlr hc
a.kn 

^! 
lslcdot of the role.f\omo m rmr ulhnal

od panraidly m a( proJuerm. rt s rhrelLre \ 6y
mueh n olacetodal\zetheeoJerrols rn SaMh
trrr"* ot,'." production. The sludl aims al
idflt rfung the eender rol6 m Sa$ ah deelopmot
rnN,strrJ lllc spec,lic ^bjdri\!s 

are to

1 Determin( the socro-Rononic chdrac_
teristics of the rsponderts

2 ldentiryDaj$roleplry€dlrymeiand$omo
famers in Sawa} rice produclion

METIIOMT-OOI

'Itc studyms Nriql u! in Nigdia Nigeriahs
lo sut6 md AbuJa the tedml aprtal lernff! (ht I')
TbE stud\ $ as crmed @r m fi ve strteq whN Sas ah

is tcing practiced. I he slate! are Ni8tr, Kadua.
Ondo. KMra and Ekiti. Dat used jn $is study rcre
olle.tul in all the Sa*ah sites in Nigqia .amely
Ejefi, Etzuzhegr andNitsetu in Ngerslate, Nalala
PrmDarJa mrllennium rrllace rn Kaduna slne.
Elsi;tdc rn llonn Ksara stale dd Aulc n AJ'ue
ond.sr,re Auellsltuctuicd intflieq Euidc s€s
uslto dicit infdmati(i) fim the frmos Desmptirc
stitlistics s,w used to malyze the smiN@nomic
and faming characMsti6 ofthe fatn6.

Rf,SL:LTS AND DISCUSSTON

Ddcenl beuc(n the rse bra.ket of 3l_40. l8
;olenrm bd\l@ ase 4 L dd j0 q'h cthcretnamm8
)lpetmt lallsulths age5l 6u. I}A,mplt6IIdt
rhehLLll tf rhelnmrsthatha\calontedSaudh re
sfillloxne dstrongtopra&celh;Sa\!h'ystem

^ia* Drodlclron lt llnplrG lhdl Sru€i addion
@ld bi susldned for \€rs h thrs aersenc louth
who still have long producli\€ yars. \Vhat aftracts

the rlutlr mar lhe ds*mrnation method $hiclr
rnculers eiqnsolmpu15 like lentltd. hslirtdes
on lom lo adopting farmes and rhe mohdizalion
of some of th< o,rtrations lJnrcularly luddling ol
rhnrneld wdr the a,dof ihem!ertrlls. whirh,sa
clor doature non dre old ;aNal tillins ircv re
used 1o over the \€an . Alsq 9E pdcml of tbe

rbDondenh & mals dJ.2 percot lnalefrrmo.
Th;s rndiatesfiatrcmen are noronl! $al<eholds
i. rice famins bLn a plqE in the Sa$€h s)51em of
ne fdmins Mdtal stltuqotlhctimd(rsmlud
thdt 98 Dlre1t ofthm de mmed $lrilc 2 pqctnt of
tnm aie snele lr 6 (ler hom thE lhJl lamily
mmbos. $^es and thrldren c"mes hand! in
s!ppl),ng the needed labuur. partirulrrl) in
r.amanan onuunrt! whsehired latDur mav be

scarie and cctly <lunng dre famjng stlmn, since

Trble 1: Ptrcenrage dilhibuiion or loriHrotroni. ,nd
f*ming chralieristics ofthe respondcni! in= 50)
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Table l 、1lo、 vingl tile a8e distribution of

respOndents revealed illat 42 percent of tlle

famers● 111■tween age 18years and 30ve■ s.16 coopenrire 
^s. L
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since everybody will be msased on thcir fams. As
opined bycarba et al 1201 I ) the sisnificane oflhe
vriable could be due to thc fact that as fam jly size
incr46 hmds tods to ha\,e and use mffe fanily
labour which m\ariably ralu6 cost ofproduction
_Ite r6ult ofthe study f.lnher revealed lhat all the
respondent interviewcd hale fanning as ttreir
lrimary occupation wilb rice ldming as a culture.
This impliB that those adoldng Sawah de not
ju$ !al rime faml's bu1&oseu,ho trn dretr liung
throDgb farming. This mean thal the needed
cormihnent ca! be Fllarmled and the purs c€
to achie\ing food seuriry is thinkable sine the
real stakeholders ar in\oh,ed Unlikc sme nati(Dal
agricultural projects whqe those involved are
famqs by proxy 32 perceot of the respondots
havc no formal education. about 12 perceol have
primaiy edlcation, and 34 percent hale secmdary
sch@l educalion and about 22pd@ts'ith totiary
education. This t61ifies 1o th e facl that majoflly ol
the frnnos are literale This will erhdeagriolhral
development, bMuse improved practi6, as they
nnlild iiom rescar.h* will he belter dissorinated.
underslmd a.d adopted. This Ms conobora{al
Anu a and Tashikalm (2003) dEt the Iiteracylevel
of farmers mhances the rate of adoption of
improved tehnolos/. Findins also revered lhat
I8 percent oft}e lam$ have Icss than 1/2ha of
their land put undcr Sa!,ah slsle ofrice
lruluction, 26 ptrmi have Sawah fann size
between l,/2ha ard t ha and 56 perent put bc'trv.\n
I ha 1o I 3ha oftheir land u.de Sawah . This hend
rsals that famers mmited a sizeable potion of
thet land lo lEclicing Sa$ah . howeld th6e who
comitted areas of land l6s than I /2ha may be
new entranls or those who the toural s)srm does
not gircthem accesstolaige areaofland. rinding
slou,s that 68 percent ofthe rspondents acqDired
rheir lod though inhcritmce while 24 pment got
theirs throueh rot. Two ptrcmt ofthc rcspondenls
bought ther ldd dd 6 ptrent ofthqn got his
throuch lcasehold. Land lenure by inhditance
$,lich is lhe predominant lattqn ofland oMersbip
ssr6 scurity and suslainable use oflmd which
is esmtial ro maximizinS rehms for inlEstrnent i.
Sawah As assded by oladelc and wakatsuki
(2009) thal lbe probabilir_v of adoltins Sawah
tehnolos/ incres. ifdic plot is acqujred trrough
inhqit ne, by purchasrne atrd having los t nancy
pdiod. I he result ofthe study shovs respondents
memberslri! of association 92 pomt oI them
belongs to thc rice fanners assoiation whilc 8
pncenl belong to @ptrativc asciation

Figure I indicate thal about 46% ofthc
respondents \!ere introduced to Sawah
t@hnology by fr,ends that are oi,\cr famcrs who
arc adopttrs offte tehnology whilc the rqnaining
54% Aot to know aboul it ft@ Sa$ah mordinators
in their zones The mxltiplier clLcl as witnessed
by lhe intra dissemination ofthc technolog
anong famds is a t6timony that the famds
allrecjaled ihe gains oflhe sawah rystern.

I rarm€r

rig. 1. Sources ol nrlorn,tion on s.Mh rechnology

Cender DiⅥ馴o■ ol Labour

Clerinsofled, nurseryprqarato!. buding.
puddling. enal costruction levelinS. fefi ilizcr
applicalion and harrcstiDg are aclivities
cxclusively carrjed out by men. this may be as a
resDlt oflhe difrcuh nature and the belief i,
these communitics that txsks that are dgy
sappins like bunding are exclusirely lefi for men
who arc belie've to be more flergetic than womo
Though puddlin8 is mehanizcd, dme wilh the

aid ofa power lillerhowevtrthemanipulalion ot
the smi habd &iven maclnnc in lhe slurry eqted
by ,ts action rcquircs much energy tbat may be
ioo much for a woman to cope with

As revaled by the Tablc 2 weedi.g. lrans
planting and threshing are ftainlyanied out by
men, thouSlr som€ ofthc respondents said tlrere
are cascs were there wves offer somc assislance
in trespleting a.d threshlng particularly whcn
there is lressure ofwork and dadh oI labour,
however these schedules are entirely men\..
Wnnowng is otircly caried otri by q,omelt this
may be because ol the liShtness of the lask and
thebeliefdrl wi.nowing is a traditional role of
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gender aiΥiccts the ad()ption of some of tlle

a、 tivities On lllc Sa、 、'a1l ricc r,1(XiuCtiOF〕 patl age

acti、 ,1lics ]｀ he result sl1lo、 、.s that a significant

difilerencc exist in glender inv()lvemellt in Sa、 ah

ri∝ prOdllmOn adi、 ■ties(Z‐ -379,Pく 005);、、111,

higha mean rank br mal● (2269)than fenales

(10_31)Thisヽ rthc con綺 rms■a[maleWae mae
involved in Sawall tethnolo01 adiⅥ ll(s than

tmae■ lis mayltatdb t∝■o●e leヽ e10f]alDur

denland in each ofthe aclvities ass ciated、 vith

tlle use Ofsa、 al, ricepr(,ductiOn tecllnol(,g,4 1t iS

■Ote、.or1ly ho、ve、′er that there is a hollSehold

spread of tlle activit,es and that wi11 110t

uilneccssari]yadd to t1leburden ofヽ (nen、、■thin

tefaming househdds

CONCLUS10N

The nndings of lll,s sllldy revealed that tlle

bulk Ofthe actiOitics on Sawah lelds are caricd

outb men be、 ausc oFthe nature and en∝ gy

demald of■ ∝c taヽ 1(s whi、 h is bdie、oi women
can nOt meet uP With However WOnlcn are
c011,l'letely saddlcd with w nnowing of thc
tllRshed Paddy ltistheiefore importantto note

that with the burden OF」 lc Sawah devaopment

task oll lllen there is need tot1111〕 k ofwide ingitlle

sc"eOftechnoloO′ nteA`mti∝、nOtjuSt]in ting

itO the landpreparatorymachine,1lke thepo、 ver

tillerbutintoducing otherlalヵ .ur sa、■ng.偽 st and

mσc encient madHns like● c thrもher deh」 lcr
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and others along ihe rice value chain Irrludingthis
in t}e Sasal lackage may mean edncating the
famqs m th€se machins, encouaging them to
pmling resorrc€s toeihtr to Eet tho dd bnnging
in tbe Sovermeni to make them alailable at
subsidized rate Agro centrcs caD be oreated,
particLilarlyal podudi@ das whsc dr(j€ machines
cm be hircd by lrDers a1 an aflrdable rate
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